ECUMENICAL CELEBRATION FOR CREATION

13 DECEMBER 2009

LITURGY
FINAL
BEFORE CELEBRATION (while congregation is being seated)

From the pulpiturs
African Church on the Rock Choir sings in Kiswahili: 
Baba yetu – Our Father

Visuals of dried up white maize while the choir is singing.
Greenlandic Choir Aavaat sings in Greenlandic: “Nersortigu qilammiu pap” –Let us praise our Heavenly Father
Visuals of glacier stones while the choir is singing

Copenhagen Royal Chapel Choir sings in Danish:

“Der er ingenting i verden så stille som sne”  
”There is nothing in the world as silent as snow”
Visuals of bleached chorals while the choir is singing

(10 choir members from each choir will prepare for procession immediately afterwards).
Introductory chimes (sound into the church).
PROCESSION: 10 from the Copenhagen Royal Chapel Choir (with bleached chorals), 10 from Church on the Rock Choir (with dried up maize) and 10 from the Greenlandic Choir Aavaat (with glacier stones) are in front with the 3 symbols of climate changes: Corn cobs, stone and chorals. In the procession are also all others the Archbishop, pastors and others who participates by reading etc. And representatives from the National Council of Churches.
Processional hymn
Processional hymn: “All Creatures of Our God and King”
W.H. Draper (1855-1933). Based on St. Francis of Assisi’s ‘Canticle of the Sun’.
All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam!

Refrain:

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice!

Refrain:

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Dear mother earth, who day by day
Unfoldest blessings on our way,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,
Let them His glory also show.

Refrain:

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

And all ye men of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on Him cast your care!

Refrain:

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!

Refrain:

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Welcome/ Rev. Ole Birch Methodist Church. Chairman of the Climate Working Group, National Council of Churches in Denmark. 
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Amen

The National Council of Churches in Denmark welcomes you all to this ecumenical celebration on the occasion of the UN climate summit in Copenhagen. 

On this day it is fitting that God’s children come together to give thanks for the wondrous creation God has set us to be stewards of, and to pray for the representatives of governments meeting here to exercise that stewardship. We pray for the peoples around the globe facing the devastating consequences of global warming. 

Many voices will be heard in this celebration. Voices of praise and prayer, voices of light and music, voices from Africa, The Pacific Islands, Greenland, Latin America and Europe, voices of reflection, and voices of intercession. We hope that we all in one way or another will hear the voice of the God of love and justice today. 

For, as the apostle Paul wrote to the Romans, “Creation waits with eager longing for the children of God to be revealed”. 

(Pauls letter to the Romans cap. 8 verse 19)
INTRODUCTORY PRAYER/ Dean Anders Gadegaard. President of the National Council of Churches in Denmark.
God, our loving Father, you created Heaven and Earth
you gave us the beauty of the earth in all its diversity
you gave us your unending love
you gave us warmth and love of our neighbour
to share the joy of your creation with others.
You hold this wondrous planet and each one of us in your hand.

As we gather here today – from all corners of the world

to celebrate and pray for your creation,

Lord Jesus Christ, touch our hearts through your word

open our eyes to the responsibility 

we each have to act now to limit the damage of climate change

and readily reach out to those suffering from its impact.

Holy Spirit, giver of all life, 

Be our light and our guide, we pray,

Strengthen us through your grace and love,
Grant us the courage and wisdom 
to heal and reconcile your earth.

Amen.
Celsius I, music by Dream Hub (music during reading. 1 minute) 

Visuals (pictures to underline the message of the text of Psalm 136)

Reading: Psalm 136/ Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu. 
God’s Work in Creation and in History

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
who alone does great wonders,
who by understanding made the heavens,
who spread out the earth on the waters,
who made the great lights,
the sun to rule over the day,
the moon and stars to rule over the night,
O give thanks to the God of heaven,
for his steadfast love endures for ever. 
Dream Hub continues 1 minute after the reading.
Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy 

John B. Dykes (1823-1876) Reginald Heber (1783-1826)
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Who was, and is, and evermore shall be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Prayer and reflections – symbols of climate changes
Introduction by Rev. Henrik Stubkjær, Secretary General, DanChurchAid.
Bleached, dead coral from the Pacific Ocean - symbol of rising sea temperatures, polluted, suffering and dying ocean worlds. 

Shriveled, dried up maize from Africa – symbol of drought and desertification, of failed crops, human hunger and suffering. 

Uncovered glacier stone from Greenland – symbol of melting polar worlds, of rising sea and river levels and loss of life-giving, mountain water sources. 

Three symbols of climate change in three areas of the world. There could be a hundred more symbols of ecological imbalance, human struggle and suffering from many other places. 

Lord, we lay in your hands these symbols of your suffering creation. Forgive us our part in the destruction of your carefully balanced world, our home and community. Help us heal and reconcile your earth.

(all praying in English)

Rev. Tofiga Falani, Congregational Christian Church of Tuvalu, 
Holding a bleached coral from the Pacific Ocean.

LORD God of all people and of all nations! You are the Creator and the Sustainer of the whole universe; we beseech thee to hear our prayer of supplication from the most vulnerable countries in the Pacific to this alarming issue of climate change and sea level rise. We beseech thee Oh most loving and gracious Lord, protect us and save us under your mighty and your most powerful arms. 
Amen

Rev. Suzanne Matale, Secretary General, Christian Council of Zambia. 

Holding a dried up corn cob from Malawi

Our Lord and our God, we continue to petition 

your throne for your mercies

which endures each and every day

Maize in Africa is a staple food for most people

Yet in my hands I hold a shriveled maize cob 

A symbol signifying loss of life of your people

who depend on your provision of natural resources for sustenance 

Many people have already perished

as a result of droughts, floods and desertification 

Brought about by climate change

and yet your intention of creation

 is that all may have life and have it in abundance 

We humbly beseech thee Oh Lord

For the restoration and healing of our Continent

We pray in the Name of the Triune God that the Holy Spirit 

will enter into the hearts of all people around the world

who have the power and resources to change things 

to act in reverence to you and to your creation

This we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior

Amen

Church on the Rock Choir will sing in Zulu
Omutwalo we zono zami – By God’s Grace.
Bishop Sofie Petersen, Lutheran Church, Greenland
Holding an uncovered glacier stone from Greenland.
God, creator of the world, our Father in Heaven. You who also created my country - now beautifully covered with snow and ice, a country which in summer is green and verdant. Thank you for all the plants and animals that give food to people there; for the wondrous landscape and the fresh air that gives us such incredible joy every single day. Grant us through your love the insight and wisdom to care for this your gift. Open our eyes and hearts to the responsibility we and our brothers and sisters have to care for our neighbour throughout the world. Let your Son Jesus Christ through his word bring light to all those who in their lives and livelihoods suffer the direct consequences of the lack of ice, to hunters and fishermen the world over who are experiencing the impact of climate change. Let your Holy Spirit lead and strengthen us to stand together in our responsibilities and prayers for your wondrous creation and all life within in it. Grant each one of us the insight and courage to always be good stewards of your great creation, and to always be good neighbours to our neighbours.

Amen.

Greenlandic Choir Aavaat 
Ukiap seqerna pukkilisoq – The autumn sun hangs so low
Celsius II, music by Dream Hub (music during the reading 1 minut)

Visuals (pictures to support the text)

Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 12-26 (excerpts) - Sr. Anna-Mirijam Kaschner CPS, Secretary General, The Nordic Conference of Catholic Bishops.
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

Dream Hub continues 1 minute after the reading.
Hymn: Here I Am Lord

(Music & Lyrics by Dan Schutte 1981)

I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in darkness now
My hand will save. 

I who make the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. It is I Lord.
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, where you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them.
They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love a-lone.
I will speak my words to them.
Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord. It is I Lord.
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, where you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them.
My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide,
Till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. It is I Lord.
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, where you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

READING – Rev. Mads Christoffersen,  Secretary General, The National Council of Churches in Denmark.
Romans 8: 19-25  

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For ino hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopesp for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
SERMON, The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams 
‘Perfect love casts out fear’.  It’s a well-known biblical text; in its original setting, it’s about how we learn to have the proper kind of confidence in the love and forgiveness of God.  And this kind of confidence, St John says, comes from understanding that we are – miraculously – able to stand in the same place as God himself.  ‘In this world we are as he is’.  Our own confidence, our fearlessness, is built on seeing love at work through us – not our personal warm feelings or positive emotions or even kind actions, but the love that really sets people free and brings something new into the world: God’s love, dealing with the deepest tangles and knots of our situation, the love that was the essence of Jesus’ life and death and resurrection.

And the deepest religious basis for our commitment to the environment in which God has placed us is this recognition that we are called to be, and are enabled to be, the place where God’s love for the world comes through.  We have to flesh out in our lives that fundamental biblical conviction that when God looks on the world he finds it good.  We have to show in our lives some echo of the delight God finds in creation, recalling the astonishing image in the Book of Proverbs of God’s eternal wisdom playing and rejoicing in the whole span of the universe.

Love casts out fear.  If we begin from the belief that God wants us to rejoice and delight in the created world, our basic attitude to the environment will not be anxiety or the desperate search for ways of controlling it; it will be the excited and hopeful search for understanding it and honouring its goodness and its complex, interdependent beauty.  If there is any ‘fear’ around here, it should be fear of spoiling the heritage given us, of forgetting the overwhelming scale and depth of the gift and of our responsibility and care for it, fear of forgetting that we are called to show consistent and sacrificial love for the created world as we must show towards our fellow-human beings.  And, as we should have learned by now, the truth is that we cannot show the right kind of love for our fellow-humans unless we also work at keeping the earth as a place that is a secure home for all people and for future generations. 

But there is another kind of fear we have to think about, a fear that should prompt us to get in touch again with the love that made us and sustains us.  At the present moment, we are faced with the consequences of generations of failure to love the earth as we should; and we are also faced with the choices that might make those consequences less destructive than they would otherwise be.  Each of us as an individual, each international business concern, each national government – all of us have choices.  We are not doomed to carry on in a downward spiral of the greedy, addictive, loveless behaviour that has helped to bring us to this point.  Yet it seems that fear still rules our hearts and imaginations. We have not yet been able to embrace the cost of the decisions we know we must make.  We are afraid because we don’t know how we can survive without the comforts of our existing lifestyle. We are afraid that new policies will be unpopular with a national electorate. We are afraid that younger and more vigorous economies will take advantage of us – or we are afraid that older, historically dominant economies will use the excuse of ecological responsibility to deny us our right to proper and just development.

There is, in a word, no shortage of excellent excuses for turning away from decisions that will mean real change. But at least let’s be honest about where they come from: it is fear – not necessarily irrational fear, not even necessarily purely selfish fear, but fear all the same.  And so long as that dominates our calculations, we are stepping back from love – love for the creation itself, which we must look at as God looks at it, love for one another and for the generations still unborn, who need us to do whatever we can to guarantee a stable, productive and balanced world to live in – not a world of utterly chaotic and disruptive change, of devastation and desertification, of biological impoverishment and degradation.

Love casts out fear.  The truth is that what is most likely to get us to take the right decisions for our global future is love.  The temptation is to underline fear so as to persuade one another of the urgency of the situation: things are so bad, so threatening, that we have to do something.  And indeed there are moments when we might think, rather bitterly, that the human race is still not frightened enough by the prospect of what it has stored up for itself.  But this is to drive out one sickness by another.  That kind of fear can simply paralyse us, as we all know; it can make us feel that the problem is too great and we may as well pull up the bedclothes and wait for disaster.  What’s more, it can tempt us into just blaming one another or waiting for someone else to make the first move because we don’t trust them.  We need more than that for lifegiving change to happen.

And that is what we are here to say today.  We meet as people of faith in the context of this critical moment in human history; and so we are not here just to plead or harangue, let alone to encourage panic and terror.  We are here to say two simple things to ourselves, our neighbours and our governments.  

First: don’t be afraid; but ask how the policies you follow and the lifestyle that you take for granted look in the light of the command to love the world you inhabit.  Ask what would be a healthy and sustainable relationship with this world, a relationship that would in some way manifest both joy in and respect for the earth.  Start with the positive question – how do we show that we love God’s creation?

Second: don’t separate this from the question of how we learn to trust one another within a world of limited resources.  In such a world there can be no trust without justice, without the assurance of knowing that my neighbour is there for me when I face insecurity or risk.  How shall we build international institutions that make sure the resources get where they are needed – that, for example, ‘green taxes’ will deliver more security for the disadvantaged, that transitions in economic patterns will not weigh most heavily on those least equipped to cope?

Love casts out fear; and the promise that makes sense of all this is the promise we heard in the reading from St Paul’s letter to the Romans: if we allow God to teach us trust and if we learn to live in trust and confidence, the whole created order feels the effects.  The ‘slavery’ imposed on the created order by human sinfulness and selfishness gives way to liberation; human freedom and the fulfilment of the destiny of the world around are manifested together, and the result is glory.  

In this season of Advent, we renew our confident hope that such a future is possible.  We give thanks for the Christmas gift that has broken through our selfishness and begun the work of our liberation.  We reaffirm our conviction and commitment in the name of love; and we say ‘don’t be afraid’ to all who stand uncertainly on the edge of decision.  Don’t be afraid; act for the sake of love.           

Celsius III, music by Dream Hub music for 2 mins after the sermon to reflect. Visuals (pictures to support music)
Most Rev. Gustavo Rodrìguez Vega, Bishop of Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. President, Caritas Mexicana. 
Today, Father, we lay in your hands all of creation and in particular our brothers and sisters, suffering from the impact of climate change. We lay in your hands decision-makers and those in power and authority who have particular opportunities and responsibilities to lead and affect positive change in your suffering world. We pray to you for guidance, strength and inspiration that we may work together to heal and reconcile your earth. We pray to you in hope and trust in the words your Son taught us. We pray in each our own language:

Our Father in Heaven, 
Hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
On earth as in Heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those 
Who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
And the glory are yours 
Now and forever. 
Amen.
Copenhagen Royal Chapel Choir
”I østen stiger solen op”  - The sun is rising in the east will be sung in Danish

(sangerpulpitur) (mel. Niels W. Gade - Morgensang af Elverskud)
Candles are lit - introduction by The Very Rev. Anders Gadegaard, President, The National Council of Churches in Denmark.
 

You all received a candle as you entered the Cathedral. As we each light our candles, passing the flame to our neighbour, let us give thanks for the preciousness of light in our daily lives and in the world. These candles symbolise the light of Christ to the world, call us to prayer, and symbolise our hope and trust in the Lord. As we light each other's candles, let us pray that we may be part of God's light to the world, and let us bring this symbol of hope with us out into the world.  We leave the Cathedral, singing of beauty and peace on earth, listening to the great Cathedral bell ringing 350 times, knowing that this will happen throughout Denmark and in many other countries.From the Pacific Islands in the south to Greenland in the north, we join people across the world in prayer and hope in Christ that God's good creation may be protected and preserved for the good of all and for the benefit and happiness of future generations. 
Hymn: “You who have lit all the stars in the heavens”. 
Sung while the candles are lit.

You who have lit all the stars in the heavens

Tune: Erik Sommer 1981 
Text: Johannes Johansen 1981-82

Trans: Edward Broadbridge 2009

(DDS 787)

1. You who have lit all the stars in the heavens,

light in our darkness a faith that can burn.

You are our lamp over all you have given; 

may we sleep sound till the new day returns.

2. Thanks for the day full of light that has ended,

gift of Your kindness in meeting our need.

Grant us forgiveness where we have offended, 
whether in thought or in word or in deed!


3. Thanks for the moments our hearts filled with gladness, 

each time You led us to know we are blessed.
Help us to bear every burden or sadness,
You alone know for our lives what is best.


4. Thanks for our helpers each time we succeeded,

when it was hard to know which way to seek.

Help us tomorrow to help those who need it,
meet us Yourself in the small and the weak!


5. You who have lit all the stars in the heavens,


fighting against the world’s darkness and sin, 

You are the Father of all we are given,

light in that darkness which comes from within.

BLESSING - Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu
The Cathedral bells will ring 350 times. Sound from the bells to be heard in the Cathedral. 
Candlelight procession 
Hymn is sung during the procession:
Beautiful is the earth

Tune: Schleswig 18th cent

Text: B.S. Ingemann 1850

Trans: Edward Broadbridge 2009

(DDS 121)

1. Dejlig er jorden!
Prægtig er Guds Himmel!
Skøn er sjælenes pilgrimsgang!
Gennem de favre
riger på jorden
går vi til Paradis med sang.

2. Tider skal komme,
tider skal henrulle,
slægt skal følge slægters gang;
aldrig forstummer
tonen fra Himlen
i sjælens glade pilgrimssang.

3. Englene sang den
først for markens hyrder;
skønt fra sjæl til sjæl det lød:
Fred over jorden!
Menneske, fryd dig,
os er en evig frelser fød!

In English:

1. Beautiful is the earth!

Wonderful God’s heaven! 

Lovely the path that we walk along!

Souls on the pilgrim way

through earthly kingdoms 

we go to Paradise with song. 

2. Ages shall come to be,
ages shall roll by,
each generation succeed the last;
yet shall the heav'nly sound

never fall silent –

the pilgrims’ song is unsurpassed.

3. Angel choirs sang it

first for watchful shepherds,

full from soul to soul that dawn:

Peace over all the earth!
People, rejoice and sing,
to us is a Redeemer born!

- - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - -
All Bible texts from New Revised Standard Version.

Organist: Flemming Dreisig

Conductor, Copenhagen Royal Chapel Choir: Ebbe Munk

Conductor, Aavaat: Mads Lumholt 

Conductor, Church on the Rock Choir, Joanita Lubega
Electronic music by Dreamhub/Kim Pedersen. First performance. 
Visuals: Team Obscura/ Frederik Hilmer

Procession include representatives of the 16 member churches of the National Council of Churches in Denmark
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At15.00 the Cathedral bells, and church bells throughout Denmark, Scandinavia and
Central Europe, will ring 350 times. This connects with the global chain of prayers and
bell-ringing for creation and the climate that started in Fiji in the South Pacific early

today, sounding through al time-zones to Copenhagen, on to Greenland, where all
churches will ring, right around the earth and back to the South Pacific where the day
ends. 350 refers to 350ppm (parts per million), the maximum acceptable level of C02

emissions, according to the UN.





Ecumenical Celebration of Creation is organised by:

The National Council of Churches in Denmark in collaboration with DanChurchAid and World Council of Churches. 
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